MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 



4Pl 



r Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Date Submitted: December 16, 2003 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known f 


Application Number 


09/816,536 


DEC 1 6 2003 ^ : 


Filing Date 


03/23/2001 


\^ A?/ 


First Nam d Inv ntor 


George Harry HOFFM)aa 


Group Art Unit 


3627 ^/ 


Examiner Name 


Florian M. Zeender ^^WAatJt^ 


^Sheet 1 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


062834-0149 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 

h Jin m r*\ r*\ \/\/\/\/ 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
J*fg&$§ Appear 


Number 


Kind 
Code 2 {if 
known) 




C1 


5,802,502 




Gell etal. 


09-01-1998 




ft 


C2 

-ee — 


5,854,746 




Yamamoto et al. 
Hafner et al. — * 


12-29-1998 




^y^c o-^fe| 




C4 


5,093,070 

6,032,125 




Ando 


04-16-1000 

02-29-2000 * 








C5 


6,167,378 




Webber, Jr. 


12-26-2000 


^fftfi <00? 






C6 


6,260,024 


B1 


Shkedy 


07-10-2001 


— — 






C7 


6,338,050 


B1 


Conklin et al. 


01-08-2002 


^*jh ^ 






C8 


6,366,890 


B1 


Usrey 


04-02-2002 









C9 


6,587,827 


B1 


Hennig et al. 


07-01-2003 








C10 


6,643,624 


B2 


Philippe et al. 


11-04-2003 








C11 


2001/0020230 


A1 


Kaneko et al. 


09-06-2001 








C12 


2001/0032126 


A1 


Macartney-Filgate et al. 


10-18-2001 








C13 


2002/0007324 


A1 


Centner et al. 


01-17-2002 






-G14 
C15 


-3002/00 19759 
2002/0049649 


-A1 

A1 


Arunapurcim ot al: — " 

Kubota 


"TO- 1 4-2002 

04-25-2002 








C16 


2002/0107761 


A1 


Kark et al. 


08-08-2002 








C17 


2002/0128946 


A1 


Chehade et al. 


09-12-2002 








C18 


2002/0143692 


A1 


Heimermann et al. 


10-03-2002 








C19 


2002/0165806 


A1 


Kataria et al. 


11-07-2002 








C20 


2002/0169657 


A1 


Singh et al. 


11-14-2002 








C21 


2003/0009392 


A1 


Perkowski 


01-09-2003 






/ 


C22 


2003/0033192 


A1 


Zyman et al. 


02-13-2003 




















-h- 





























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 6 


Office 3 Number 4 W " d t Cod ?° 

(if known) 



















































































































































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



r 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if nof in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. °Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



MODIFIED PTO/SB/08 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
K U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valio^M&^egtrol 



number. 

Substitute for form 1 449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Date Submitted: December 16, 2003 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known f 


Application Number 


09/816,536 


' — DEC 1 0 2003 J 


Filing Date 


03/23/2001 




First Named Inventor 


George Harry HOFFIV 




Group Art Unit 


3627 


Examiner Name 


Florian M. Zeender ^<J?AQ^S^ 


LSheet 2 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


062834-0149 J 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
(V\r\r\\s m-3no7ino ini imai coriai Qvmnn<;ii im rataloa etc \ date Daaefs^ volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 6 


yl 


C23 


Noori, Hamid; Production and Operations Management; Total Quality Responsiveness; McGraw-Hill; 
1995;' pages 422-519 




^£ 


C24 


Noori, Hamid; Production and Operations Management; Total Quality Responsiveness; McGb&m-HiII; 
1995; pages 592-601 


















? 






% 
































_ 





































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 




] 



* EXAMINER: Initia^fTeTeTeTTC^on^^ is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 

considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450. 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



